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Comparative Study of Kant and Gandhi.
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Abstract

This research intends to examine if the ideas of Immanuel Kant and Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi serve as moral resources to motivate persons in their
performance of duty in the interest of justice. Both, Kant and Gandhi are moral
philosophers. Although departures between their moral philosophies are more stark
than similarities, their relative emphasis on performance of duty is philosophically
tempting. In both Kant and Gandhi, ends of justice draw from the performance of
duty, which is morally-ordained. Both treat persons as moral agents, which is why
this work explores metaphysical sources of moral motivation as well that makes the
performance of duty moral, rather than existential. It has been interesting to see that
the cultural contexts of both these philosophers have also played a role in their relative
normative positioning about moral motivation. This research has also explored that if
some strands of Westerns and Indian political thinking on motivation, duty in the
interest of justice could be catalogued in the entire course of this study. This thesis is
divided into six parts. In the first chapter, the central question which this thesis deals
with, is introduced along with the method, objective and relevance of thesis. Second
chapter of this thesis is about mapping motivations. In this chapter, the motivations
for acting justly provided by Plato, Hobbes, Locke, Utilitarians and some traditions of
Indian philosophy have been discussed. All these philosophers are divided into three
different streams and compared with each order in order to prepare the groundwork
for understanding the thought of Kant and Gandhi. In third chapter Kantian ethics
and his universal principle of morality is discussed. Fourth chapter examines
Gandhi’s philosophy on moral motivation for the performance of duty in the interest
of justice. Also, the metaphysical sources where he derives his philosophy from is
examined. In fifth chapter, on the basis of first four chapters, a comparative analysis
of their thought on moral motivation and the metaphysical sources behind their
philosophies is done. Lastly in sixth chapter, thesis gets concluded while reflecting on
its central question.

Contents

1. Introduction: conceptual framework 2. Mapping moral motivations 3. Immanuel
kant on duty and moral Motivation 4. Gandhi on duty and moral motivation:
Metaphysical foundations 5. Moral motivation for just action: Comparing kant and
gandhi 6. Conclusions bibliography.
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CHITTURI (Suneel Kumar)

Collaborative Governance, Development and Democracy: A Study of Practices
and Possibilities in Andhra Pradesh

Supervisor: Prof. Manoj Sinha

Th 28470

Abstract

This Thesis seeks to study the State Connected Model of Collaborative Governance in
the state of Andhra Pradesh implemented through two programs, Smart Village Smart
Ward Program and Connect to Andhra program. The first program, Smart Village
Smart Ward, implemented from October 2015 to April 2019, sought to achieve broader
goals which are linked to Sustainable Development Goals of United Nations by
engaging a prominent person or institution as general partner for the village
development and also through sectoral collaborations. Connect to Andhra Program
implemented from November 2019 to June 2024 on the other hand sought to mobilise
resources to the tune of 1000 crore from the non-state actors for its Navaratnalu,
nine priority programs of the state government. Both the programs sought to mobilise
resources and competencies from the same set of non-state actors, created
organisations in the form of collaborative platforms, Smart AP Foundation and
Connect to Andhra respectively. Both the programs were studied following the case
study approach relying on documentary data about program goals, Collaborative
Platforms, approach towards third sector, memorandum of understandings,
government orders, field visits and personal interviews, taking program as whole and
select Model Smart Villages in addition in the case of Smart Village Smart Ward
program. The study uncovered a theoretical gap in the literature i.e. the absence of a
State Connected Model of Collaborative Governance and attempted to provide
theoretical insights to build a State Connected Collaborative Governance Model using
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Institutional Analysis and Development Framework of Elinor Ostrom as a base. The
study, significant for both theory and practice, concludes that scaling of the program
goals at the appropriate levels, an effective political authorizing environment at multiple
levels, a policy on third sector/collaboration and an effective Collaborative Platform are
central to the success of the State Connected Program on Collaborative Governance.

Contents

1. Introduction to The Research Question 2. Review of Literature 3. Theories and
Concepts on Collaborative Governance 4. Smart Andhra Pradesh Foundation and
Connect to Andhra as Collaborative Platforms 5. Civil Society and Collaborative
Governance 6. Case Studies of Model Smart Villages 7. From Smart Village Smart
Ward Program to Connect to Andhra. 8. Analysis Findings and Conclusions
Recommendations and Future Directions. Bibliography. Appendix.

HANDA (Abhishek)

Power, Market, Knowledge: The Political Economy of Medicinal Plants in India.
Supervisor: Prof. Madhulika Banerjee

Th 28472

Abstract

This research thesis charts a new territory in the study of medicinal plants in India,
the basic resource in the traditional medicine manufacturing industry. Applying the
theoretical framework of politics of knowledge, this thesis aims to analyse the power
structures of the existing market supply chain of medicinal plants in India, from the
source to the wholesale market. The framework of politics of knowledge is essentially
deployed to understand and bring together the different dimensions, dynamics and
economic, epistemic and political contestations that primarily been observed and
manifested in existing strategies through which a specific kind of knowledge is being
constituted within five specific spaces i.e. in the space of history, market/political
economy, state policies, epistemology and civil society. Based on extensive fieldwork
in two states that are significant sources of medicinal plants to the industry, [ have
identified various stakeholders and intermediaries involved. The collectors are
crucial in identifying the plants and know how to harvest them, through
traditionally- held protocols. Yet, though the industry is a very profitable one, the
complex power structures in the supply chain showed that while the profits are
reliant almost entirely on the knowledge of the collectors, they receive an
insignificant part of it. Additionally, the pressures of large-scale centralised
production systems for herbal products required privileging their production targets
over the protocols of the collection. Thus the bulk-buying at the end-point markets
leads to the harmful transformation of the knowledge and customary practices of
collectors and ultimately to the forests of which they are a part. Overharvesting has
been recognized now for decades as a major environmental concern. I identify also
the concerns for the knowledge of forest dwelling communities; and protecting the
health of the forests as the major bulwark against the climate crisis. This study
breaks new ground in the discipline as well as for important international concerns.

Contents

1. Introduction to the research question 2. Changing paradigms of collection, trade
and distribution of medicinal plants: a historical trajectory 3. The supply chain of
medicinal plants in india: how knowledge is constituted in the politicaleconomic
space 4. Knowledge, market and medicinal plants: the discourse analysis of the
politics and policy of the state 5. Medicinal plants and politics of knowledge in india:
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analyzing epistemic contestations and debates within the realms of collection, trade,
marketing, and conservation 6. The civil society-based collective action in the realm
of medicinal plants in india: the prospects for politics of alternative mobilization and
knowledge democracy 7. Conclusions. Bibliography. Annexures. Appendix.

HEMA KUMARI

Disability and Education: Analyzing Recognition of Person with disabilities in Delhi.
Supervisor: Dr. Rashmi Gopi

Th 28473

Abstract

Our surroundings and context make us what we are. People with disabilities often
feel excluded in society and this exclusion is a result of how they are perceived in
the society. Thus, in this research we are exploring the importance of recognition for
PwD. We question the fact that inclusion as a basis for solving the disability issues
of exclusion. We have to keep the first step as recognition which should be both from
a legal point and societal level. This research is exploratory qualitative research
using interview methods to understand the role of recognition. This research is
located in Higher Education and explores the status of recognition for Students with
Disabilities. This research starts from understanding disabilities models and coming
with a new perspective and explores the importance of medical, social and critical
models. We then set the research into the space of Higher Education, since it’s a
pioneer work in terms of Recognition and Disability. We are looking not exactly at
the law framework but how it affects SwD and their idea of their own selves. This
research can be a catalyst to look at why PwD still discriminated even after the canon
Right of Person with Disabilities Act, 2016.

Contents

1. Introduction: disability in india 2. Understanding disability in disability studies
3. Recognition, disability and certificate 4. Education policies in india — pre- and
post-independence policies 5. Accessibility and inclusion challenges in higher
education 6. Role of teacher disability inclusion in higher education 7. Conclusions.
Bibliography. Annexure.

JAIN (Ashna Vinamra)

Leadership and Political Populism: Decoding Narendra Modi’s Political
Vocabulary in Elections and Governance.

Supervisor: Prof. Sangit Kumar Ragi

Th 28745

Abstract

This doctoral research investigates the symbiotic relationship between leadership and
populism through an in-depth analysis of Narendra Modi’s political vocabulary across
electoral and governance domains. It seeks to understand how Modi’s discourse—
rooted in charisma, symbolism, and populist idioms—reconfigures the language of
democratic politics in India. By decoding the rhetorical and performative dimensions
of his communication, the study illuminates how Modi’s leadership constructs a
moral, emotional, and cultural bond with “the people,” transforming political
persuasion into a form of populist governance. Anchored in the theoretical frameworks
of political leadership, populism, and mediatization, the research examines the
evolution of Modi’s political narrative from Gujarat to the national stage. It analyses



07.

435

his use of slogans, binaries, and imagery to forge a populist grammar that blends
nationalism, development, and religio-cultural appeal. The study also investigates how
this vocabulary extends beyond elections into governance—manifesting in policy
communication, symbolic statecraft, and the personalization of executive authority.
Employing an interdisciplinary methodology that integrates discourse analysis, media
study, and policy interpretation, the dissertation situates Modi’s leadership within
broader debates on populist rhetoric and democratic transformation. It argues that
Modi’s political vocabulary operates as both an instrument of mass mobilization and
a mechanism of legitimacy in governance, redefining the contours of political
representation in contemporary India. Ultimately, the study contributes to
understanding how language, leadership, and populism converge to reshape
democratic communication and authority in the twenty-first century.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Political Leadership: Theoretical Foundations and Conceptual
Trajectories 3. Leadership, Charisma and the People: Theoretical Foundations of
Populism 4. Contours of Political Leadership in India: Historical Trajectories,
Institutional Frameworks, and Contemporary Dynamics 5. Charisma,
Communication, and Populist Resonance: Narendra Modi’s Leadership in Electoral
Politics 6. The Architecture of Governance: Populist Narratives, Policy Performance,
and Political Authority. Conclusion. Bibliography.
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KAKKAR (Monika)

Women in Politics: A Comparative Study of Indian and Canadian Women MPs
(1980-2024).

Supervisor: Prof. Shri Prakash Singh

Th 28474

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand the role of 'women™ as a separate and
legitimate political category and whether there is a recognition and legitimization of
gender as a separate political category in Canadian and Indian liberal democracies. It
is a comparative investigation of representation and participation of women in Canada
and India from 1980-2024 and the key issues and debates around it. Understanding
the four major influencing factors of women politics in both states, the Socio-economic
status, educational background, Family connections in politics and Community
affiliations is central to this research. Also, the purpose is to understand the major
factors that influence women’s political participation and representation in India and
Canada? This study further tries to analyse the number and proportion of women
Members of Parliament (MPs) in India and Canada. How does the social background
of women MPs in the Indian and Canadian parliaments differ? To what extent the
economic backgrounds of women MPs in India and Canada differ, and how does their
financial status impact their ability to engage effectively in parliamentary activities,
advocate for policies, and address women-related issues? How prevalent are family
links in politics among women MPs in India and Canada, and its influence? What role
does community affiliation, particularly among Indigenous or Aboriginal women, play
in shaping the political engagement of women MPs in India and Canada, and its
influence on policy? It also compares the nature of women’s participation in the
Parliament in the Indian political system and the Canadian political system. It studies
the contrasts in the women’s participation in the Parliament in the Indian political
system and the Canadian political system and the similarities. The comparison of
Canadian and Indian women parliamentarians shows that the socio-cultural factors
dictate women participation and representation in both states.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Women representation in politics: a theoretical perspective 3.
Review of literature 4. Women in indian politics: the affirmative action debate 5. The
discourse on women representation in canada: concepts and issues 6. A comparative
analysis of women's political representation in india and canada 7. 9. Conclusion.
Bibliography. Appendix

KASHYAP (Jagannath Kumar)

Role of Self Help Groups in Political Empowerment of Women in Rural India: A
Special Reference to Bihar.

Supervisor: Dr. Biswajit Mohanty

Th 28475
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Abstract

Empowerment must not be misunderstood in a narrow or superficial sense. It is not
confined to mere entitlements of a couple of socio-political rights but it also advocate
about the capacity building of the individual. Political empowerment is a vital
dimension of women’s broader empowerment and is recognized as both an
instrumental and intrinsic element in achieving gender justice. It refers to the
process by which women gain increased access to political structures, develop the
agency to make informed political choices, and assert influence over political
decisions that impact their lives and communities. It includes formal mechanisms
of participation, such as voting and representation in governance, as well as informal
avenues like civic engagement, awareness, and grassroots activism. This study
underscores the critical role that Self-Help Groups (SHGs) play in advancing the
political empowerment of rural women in India. The study shows that self-help
groups are important for helping rural women gain more power in politics. By joining
SHGs, women learn more about their rights and how the government works. SHGs
also boost their confidence in getting involved in politics and various activities
related to it. SHG get them involved in community events and encourage more
interaction with government programs and institutions which also make them feel
more confident to share their political opinions. These results are important for
supporting democracy and making sure women have a voice in politics and elections.
The joining together of the SHGs affects the different groups for disabilities in various
ways. How much political power women can get from self-help groups also depends
on things like their age, education, and social class. Younger, better-educated, and
higher-caste women tend to benefit the most from SHG participation, gaining greater
political confidence and engagement.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Empowerment through Self-Help Groups: An Analytical Study of
India and Bihar 3. Women in the Political landscape of India 4. Analysis of Shelf
Help Group impact on Women 5. Conclusion and Recommendations. References.
Bibliography. Annexures.

KUMAR MAHESH
Dispute Resolution Mechanisms in Fiscal Federalism : A Comparative Study of
Goods and Services Tax (GST) In India and Canada.

Supervisor: Prof. Rekha Saxena
Th 28746

Abstract

The thesis is an attempt to contribute to the literature on fiscal federalism by
exploring the unexplored arena of dispute resolution in taxation within the dynamics
of fiscal federalism in India and Canada. The thesis is divided into five chapters. The
first chapter traces the development of fiscal federalism and its enduring
implications and impacts on Canadian and Indian federal framework. The chapter
examines the “GST” model in both countries, features its applicability, history, and
future directions. The second chapter provides a descriptive and analytical
dimension of various theories of constitutionalism and their implication on tax
administration and reforms. The third chapter provides a comprehensive study of
the “GST” in India, covering key aspects such as constitutional provisions, revenue-
sharing structures, components and the journey of reforms from VAT to “GST”. The
fourth chapter explores the introduction of the “GST Council” in India as a true
federal body, established through the 101st Constitutional Amendment Act. The
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chapter offers a detailed narrative on how the Council works as a centralised
institutional mechanism for intergovernmental fiscal collaboration and dispute
resolution between government-to-government. The fifth chapter elaborates on a
general theory on “dispute resolution” mechanism in Canada, while also provides
for a details explanation of the categories of tax litigation, the stages of tax process
and the challenges that usually arise when an appeal system is formulated. The
chapter provides a detailed discussion on Alternative Dispute Resolution(ADR) and
its inherent link to intergovernmental agreements and province-based negotiations,
exploring how these mechanisms have evolved over the years. The conclusion
examines the hypothesis and the arguments that have been raised throughout the
thesis. The research questions are answered to explore as to how the different
aspects of the thesis revolve around the hypothesis offering comparative and
analytical answers to the field of comparative fiscal federalism.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Constitutionalism, Taxation System and Fiscal Federalism 3.
Evolution of Taxation in India and Canada 4. Dispute Resolution Mechanisms in
Taxation in India With Reference to “Gst” and “Gst Council” 5. Dispute Resolution
Mechanisms in Taxation Systems in Canada With Reference to “Gst” and Province-
Based Bilateral Negotiations 6. Conclusion. References.

MANISH KUMAR

Politics of Representation in India: A Case Study of Scheduled Castes in
Legislative Assembly Constituencies of Gaya in Bihar.

Supervisor: Prof. Rekha Saxena

Th 28747

Abstract

The present research, titled “Politics of Representation in India: A Case Study of
Schedule Castes in the Legislative Assembly Constituencies of Gaya, Bihar,” seeks
to present a comprehensive and contemporary understanding of political
representation in India, with a specific focus on the Schedule Castes (SCs). It aims
to trace the evolution of representational politics in India while critically examining
the theoretical frameworks that have shaped this discourse over time. Beginning
from the etymological roots of the term “representation,” the study explores major
theoretical debates, issues, and perspectives from medieval political thought to the
modern democratic parliamentary systems. It maintains a distinct focus on the
Indian context, offering detailed empirical insights drawn from extensive fieldwork
conducted in two constituencies of Gaya district — Bodh Gaya and Sherghati. The
research addresses a crucial question: How effective are reserved constituencies in
translating political representation into genuine socio-economic and political
empowerment for marginalized communities? It also investigates whether members
of these communities experience political alienation from their elected
representatives or truly feel empowered through the reservation system. Two central
hypotheses guide the study: H1: Reserved constituencies contribute to improving
the socio-economic status of Scheduled Caste communities. H2: Schedule Caste
representatives tend to prioritize policies addressing caste-based inequalities. The
work is structured into five chapters covering the theoretical framework, historical
background, key challenges, and a comparative analysis of the Sherghati and Bodh
Gaya constituencies. The study concludes that while reserved constituencies play a
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vital role in empowering Schedule Castes, significant challenges persist in achieving
meaningful representation. Gaya exemplifies broader national trends, calling for
continuous efforts toward more inclusive and participatory political practices.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Theoretical Framework 3. Representation: Issues and Challenges
4. Historical Background: Constitutional Debates, Pre and Post Independent India
S. Politics of Representation in Legislative Assembly Constituencies of Gaya in Bihar
6. A Comparative Analysis of Case Studies on Bodhgaya and Sherghati Legislative
Assembly Constituencies. Conclusion and Recommendations. References. Appendices.
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MEENA KUMARI

Gandhian Approach to Environmental Issues in India: A Case Study of Sikkim.
Supervisor: Prof. Shri Prakash Singh

Th 28476

Abstract

Today we are facing an environmental crisis as deep as never before. The natural world
got paralysed and diseased due to the chronic torture, mismanagement and our belief
in the human supremacy. More or less, it is the result of the human attitude,
behaviour and their constant negligence towards nature. It forces us to think upon
what human beings have done to the environment. This study is an effort to
understand the reason and consequences of the environmental degradation and its
potential solution. The ethical and moral consideration to the natural beings and
having belief in the principle of sharing this earth with other creators is very much
reflected in the Gandhian thought. Gandhi was assured that the unlimited and
unending human wants are the root cause of human and environmental problems.
Dealing efficiently with it, requires a change in human behaviour and attitude toward
‘how we are understanding nature?’. This research is putting Sikkim at the center as
a case study to understand the local problems to environment and their local
solutions. Sikkim'’s holistic approach towards the environment in the form of multiple
environmental policies on cleanliness, ban on plastic items and most importantly
organic farming has set an example before India and the world. Sikkim’s success can
be attributed to the strong environmental laws and the law abiding and
environmentally conscious citizens. Hence, it presents an ideal case of sustainable
living in the way Gandhi wanted for its people. Thus, the whole purpose of this study
is to understand how can the Gandhian model of environment be a way toward solving
contemporary environmental issues through Sikkim’s example?

Contents

1. Introduction 2. About the Environment 3. Environmental Degradation and the
Unfulfilled Human Desires 4. The Gandhian Approach to Environment 5. Sikkim’s
Environmental Concern and Policy Initiatives 6. Survey Analysis. Appendix.
Conclusion. Bibliography.
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Abstract

Focusing on the period from 2008 to 2025, comparative analysis between two Indian
states Gujarat and Kerala examines India’s federal structure and its healthcare
system, adopted divergent trajectories based on differing political and institutional
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goals. the study employs an interdisciplinary methodology to evaluate how these
governance structure impact public private partnership and health outcomes.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Public Policy and Healthcare Governance in India 3. Evolution of
Healthcare Governance in India 4. Healthcare Governance Models of Kerala and
Gujarat 5. Comparative Analysis of Kerala and Gujarat Model 6. Conclusion.
Bibliography. Appendices.
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Supervisor: Dr. Skylab Sahu
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Abstract

Air pollution represents a pervasive global crisis, posing significant threats to public
health, environmental integrity, and socio-economic stability. Millions of premature
deaths annually are attributed to fine particulate matter (PM2.5) and other airborne
pollutants, highlighting the urgent need for robust and effective interventions. India
bears a disproportionate burden, with 1.67 million deaths in 2019 linked to air
pollution, accounting for nearly 18% of the country's total mortality. Delhi,
consistently ranked among the world’s most polluted cities, experiences hazardous air
quality episodes, particularly during winter months, driven by a combination of
vehicular emissions, industrial activities, construction dust, and seasonal stubble
burning in neighbouring states. The multifaceted nature of air pollution, stemming
from diverse sources such as industrial emissions, vehicular exhaust, agricultural
burning, and construction activities, coupled with its transboundary characteristics,
necessitates comprehensive and integrated governance approaches. The imperative
for sustainable environmental governance on air pollution arises from the recognition
that traditional command-and-control regulatory models often fall short in addressing
the complexity and dynamic variability of atmospheric systems. A shift towards more
adaptive, collaborative, and multi-level governance frameworks is essential to foster
resilience, integrate diverse knowledge systems, and ensure equitable outcomes.
Governance in this context must be proactive and data-driven, incorporating
mechanisms such as e-governance platforms for real-time air quality monitoring,
public disclosure of pollution data, and citizen engagement in decision-making. This
research embarks on an exploration of how such sustainable governance mechanisms
can be effectively leveraged to mitigate air pollution, focusing specifically on the critical
role played by civil society organizations (CSOs) and how state policies, civil society
initiatives, and governance mechanisms which includes e-governance, interact to
address and mitigate air pollution in India in general and in the State of Delhi in
particular. The study found that civil society in India, particularly in the context of
environmental challenges such as air pollution, plays a vital role. Civil society provides
a space for citizens, activists, and organizations to articulate demands, mobilize public
opinion, and hold both governmental and corporate actors accountable. Effective
governance demands a balance between regulatory enforcement, technological
innovation, effective participation, anchored in political will, institutional integrity,
inter-agency coordination, and sustained funding. The thesis highlights the
environmental governance through state institutions, policy formations, and civil
society engagement in a coherent and sustained manner.
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Contents

1. Introduction: Air Pollution as a Developmental and Political Challenge in India
and Delhi 2. State, Governance and AIR Pollution with Special Reference to Delhi 3.
Environmental Governance: Concepts, Principles, and Practice 4. Civil Society
Organisations and Environment Movements around Air Pollution 5. Conclusion.
Bibliography. Annexures.
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Abstract

This research work gravitated around the impact of reservation on the two distinct
backward classes of Bihar, the Extremely Backward Classes and the Backward
Classes. The government of Bihar has also defined these two categories as BC-I and
BC-II respectively. This research work attempts to analyse the development of castes
and their access to the socio-economic and political affairs of society and the state.
The proposed study while applying a comparative perspective analyses the
development of backward castes with the cases of multiple backward castes from
different districts of Bihar. These castes include Yadav, Kurmi, Koeri, Sonar, Suddhi,
etc. from Backward Classes, and Nai, Badhai, Momin, Kahar, Kumhar, Teli, Haluai,
Mali, etc. from Extremely Backward Classes. This thesis particularly deals with the
impact of the Other Backward Classes reservation policy on the backward castes of
Bihar in terms of Jobs and Education and their access to the developmental aspects
of human beings like politics, economics, social relationships, and dignity.

Contents

1. OBCs Reservation Situating the Discourse: An Introduction 2. Debating the
Philosophical Foundations of Reservation 3. Mapping the Development of OBCs and
EBCs of Bihar 4. Appropriation or Equal Distribution: Locating the Impact of the
OBCs' Reservation 5. Conclusion. Bibliography. Annexures.
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Abstract

This thesis looks at the ongoing issue of caste and reservation-based stigma in Indian
higher education, especially after the introduction of the Economically Weaker Section
(EWS) reservation. The 103rd Constitutional Amendment Act of 2019 added Articles
15(6) and 16(6) to the Indian Constitution, allowing a 10% reservation for economically
weaker sections in government jobs and educational institutions, including private
ones, but not minority institutions. While the EWS reservation aims to promote
equality, it has sparked debates about merit, privilege, and caste-based stigma.
Historically, students from Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) have faced severe discrimination, often being labeled as
"quota students." This has led to serious consequences like dropouts and even
suicides, as seen in cases like Rohit Vemula, Payal Tadvi, and Muthukrishnan. This
research explores how perceptions of reservation have changed after the EWS policy,
focusing on the experiences of Dalit-Bahujan students compared to forward-caste
EWS students at Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). Although JNU is considered
inclusive, the study finds that caste-based prejudices still exist in subtle ways, such
as through language barriers, groupism, and biases from peers and professors. The
study argues that while the EWS reservation could help create a more equal academic
environment, it has not yet erased deep-rooted caste divisions. The findings highlight
the need to better understand how economic and social identities shape student
experiences in higher education. This research adds to the ongoing discussion about
reservation policies by showing that caste-based stigma remains, even in progressive
places like JNU, and calls for broader reforms to address these systemic issues.
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Contents

1. Introduction 2. Theoretical exploration: contextualizing key concepts 3.
Challenges and triumphs: navigating the academic odyssey of dalit-bahujan
students 4. Beyond the lecture halls: dalit-bahujan students' socio-cultural saga in
the campus 5. Unveiling privilege and paradox: the lived experience of socially
forward but economically weaker students 6. Redefining outlooks: perception on
reservation system. Conclusion. Bibliography. Appendix.
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Abandonment and Techno-Politics of Exclusion: Statelessness and the Digitised
Belonging of Rohingyas.

Supervisor: Prof. Nasreen Chowdhory

Th 28482

Abstract

This dissertation interrogates the production and perpetuation of Rohingya
statelessness through a critical reading of postcolonial nation-building, legal exclusion,
and techno-political governance. Taking India as the empirical site and Myanmar as the
genealogical origin of the crisis, the research locates Rohingya statelessness not as an
aberration or administrative failure, but as a historically sedimented, politically
instrumentalised, and technologically mediated condition of abandonment. The central
contention is that the stateless condition of the Rohingya is actively constituted and
maintained by an ethno-cultural and racialized citizenship regime that operates across
multiple aspects like legal frameworks, spatial governance, and digital infrastructures.
The study reconceptualizes statelessness as a form of technopolitical abandonment,
highlighting the role of the state not only in the denial of citizenship but in the
orchestration of regimes that sustain their exclusion across time and space. Second, it
introduces the concept of digitised belonging to describe the paradoxical emplacement
of stateless persons within digital networks that simultaneously offer connection and
deepen marginality. Third, it advances a critique of humanitarian biometric governance,
arguing that such systems, far from being neutral tools of aid, create a s situation of
digital dispossession that reproduce the very exclusions they purport to mitigate. By
reframing Rohingya statelessness through the prism of abandonment, this dissertation
shifts the analytical focus from legal status to the political and technological practices
that constitute—and sometimes contest—the boundaries of membership in a
postcolonial state. In doing so, it contributes to broader debates on citizenship,
migration, and digital sovereignty, while offering a grounded and politically urgent
account of what it means to live as a stateless person in the twenty-first century.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Situating State Constructed Abandonment Within Citizenship 3.
Becoming Rohingya: Ethno-religious Identity and NationBuilding in Post-colonial
Myanmar 4. Exile and Refugeehood: Topologies of Abandonment within Spatialities
of Camps in India 5. The Digitised Rohingya: Technological Engagement of
Rohingyas and “Digitised Belonging’ 6. Techno-politics of Exclusion: digitised
Identity & Digital Dispossession. Conclusion. Bibliography. Appendix.
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Abstract

Environmental Sustainability and the Ethics of Care: An Alternative Approach to
Environmental Sustainability Abstract The proposed doctoral research is a humble
attempt to address the issue of environmental sustainability through the framework
of care ethics, which has largely been ignored by the dominant Western model of
global ethics, deeply rooted in the conception of justice and rights. Having discussed
the limitations of global ethics, the proposed research argues for a more relational
and context-sensitive idea of caring, not based on abstract principles only but rather
emerging from lived experiences and cultural memories of communities. For this, I
have picked up case studies of the Bishnoi community and the Mangar Bani Hill
Forest (largely a Gujjar community). The primary research question that seeks our
attention is, "How can the ethics of care provide a more context-sensitive and
relational framework for addressing challenges of global environmental
sustainability, and in what ways does it offer an alternative ethical framework
capable of addressing issues of global environmental governance?"

Contents

1. Introduction: Environmental Sustainability and Global Ethics: An Exploration 2
Mapping Out Theoretical Debates: The Ethics of Care vs. the Ethics of Justice 3.
Ecological Guardianship and Ethical Caring: A Case Study of the Bishnoi
Community 4. Preserving Sacred Groves: The Ethics and Politics of Conserving the
Mangar Bani Hill Forest 5. Conclusion. Appendices. Bibliography.
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Agrarian Populism: A Study of Policy Formulation with Special Reference to Kisan
Credit Card.
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Abstract

Democracy functions through a representative government committed to the welfare
and prosperity of its people. Political parties serve as the voice of the populace, whether
in power or in opposition, by articulating public demands in their manifestos and
translating them into policy frameworks. Under the neoliberal economic order, the
development narrative has shifted toward issue-based governance paving the way for
alternative ideologies and approaches to counter the dominance of globalization. The
articulation of these voices is reflected in the wide array of policies designed to
structure and institutionalize their demands. Populism is inherently tied to
representation, amplifying the perspectives of specific groups, often driven by political
mobilization. It has the potential to bring marginalized voices to the forefront and
effectively incorporate the concerns in policy making discourse. The rationale for
selecting agriculture as a focal point lies in its critical role in India’s economy.
Agriculture remains the backbone of the nation, employing over half of the workforce
and sustaining nearly three-fourths of rural households. This sector addresses
fundamental challenges such as poverty, unemployment, and food security. This
Thesis is an in-depth exploration of the intricate relationship between populism and
policy formulation, with a particular emphasis on Indian agricultural policies. It
examines the internal dynamics of these forces within the broader democratic
framework, shedding light on how populism shapes governance and decision-making.
The thesis locates India’s experience within a wider context, offering valuable insights
into the diverse manifestations of populism. A case study serves as the focal point to
unpack the complexities of populism’s influence on policymaking. It undertakes a
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nuanced study of Kisan Credit Card, particularly in Uttar Pradesh and explores the
forces instrumental in the way the policy has evolved. The thesis interrogates the
changing nature agrarian policies in a neo-liberal world order, assessing its impact on
agrarian distress. Additionally, the research traces the evolution of policy studies in
India, illustrating how populist tendencies have historically shaped agricultural
policies. Emphasizing the role of public participation, it analyzes shifts in policy
approaches over time. The thesis aims to provide a holistic understanding of the
interplay between populism, democracy, and policy formulation in the Indian context.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Decoding Populism: A Theoretical Framework 3. Contextualizing
Populism: A Case of India 4. Understanding Public Policy: A Welfare Orientation 5.
Political Economy of Agrarian Distress: Credit Outreach 6. Analyzing Kisan Credit
Card: A Case Study of Uttar Pradesh. Conclusion. Bibliography. Appendices.
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